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April,  1926. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour,  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  submit 
my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Hetton  for  the  year  1925. 

There  has  been  no  noteworthy  cause  of  illness  or  of 
deaths,  with  the  exception  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  was  pre- 
valent during  the  year.  The  disease,  however,  was  of  a very 
mild  type,  and  was  the  cause  of  only  one  death. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  two  cases  of  Small-pox 
were  notified  and  removed  to  Hospital.  The  disease  is  pre- 
valent in  neighbouring  areas,  from  which  no  doubt  the  in- 
fection has  come.  The  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  consideration  and  ready  help  at  all  times  to 
the  Health  Officers  during  the  past  year. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


R.  MACLEOD. 
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Natural  and  Social  (Conditions 
of  the  Area, 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area — 1,616*6  acres. 

Population  (1921) — 17,279.  Estimated  1925 — 18,220 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) — 3,581. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) — - 
Rateable  value — ^42,409. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate— ^176/13/4 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1925. 


Causes  of  Death, 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes 

134 

126 

Enteric  fever 

0 

1 

Measles 

2 

10 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

1 

Whooping  cough 

6 

1 

Influenza 

3 

4 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

9 

12 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

6 

5 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

11 

9 

Rheumatic  fever 

2 

0 

Diabetes 

0 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

5 

12 

Heart  disease 

10 

9 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

1 

0 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

3 

5 

Appendictis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

0 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

2 

and  parturition 

Congenital  debility  and  malformation 

• . • 

3 

premature  birth 

12 

9 

Suicide 

1 

0 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

6 

0 

Other  defined  diseases 

29 

24 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

1 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS — Legitimate:  Total  450.  Male,  238.  Female,  212 
Illegitimate:  Total  18.  Male,  5.  Female  13 
Birth  Rate  25*6. 


DEATHS — -Total  260.  Male,  134.  Female,  126. 

Death  Rate  14*27. 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth 
From  sepsis,  2.  From  other  causes,  3. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  per  1000  births  ; 
Legitimate,  115.  Illegitimate,  166.  Total  117. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  12 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  7 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  8 
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BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  & ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  1925. 
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POOR  RELIEF. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  given  during  the  year 

was 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

I regret  to  have  to  report  that  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  which  was  117  per  1000  births. 
This  must  be  ascribed  to  the  greater  prevalence  of  summer 
diarrhoea  from  which  eight  children  died  last  year  as  compared 
with  five  in  the  previous  year,  and  also  to  the  very  hard  times 
in  which  the  people  are  living. 


General  Provision  of  Jiealth  Services 

in  the  Area. 

RAINTON  BRIDGE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  hospital  contains  twenty  beds  and  is  supported 
wholly  by  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  eighty-six  cases  of  fever  were  removed 
to  and  treated  in  the  Hospital,  namely,  seventy-six  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  seven  cases  of  diphtheria  including  one  mem- 
braneous croup,  one  case  of  typhoid  fever,  and  two  cases  of 
paratyphoid  B fever. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  running  of  the  hospital 
has  proceeded  in  the  smoothest  possible  way,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  the  same  has  not  given  me  the  slightest  concern,  as 
distinct  from  my  experience  in  some  previous  years.  This  is 
due  to  the  capable  staff  who  always  show  the  greatest  kind- 
ness to  and  sympathy  with  the  patients,  and  resource  and 
tactfulness  with  the  patients’  relatives  and  visitors. 
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SMALL-POX  HOSPITAL. 

This  hospital  belongs  jointly  to  the  Houghton  Urban, 
Houghton  Rural  and  Hetton  Urban  District  Conncils,  and 
the  usual  accommodation  is  for  twenty  beds,  but  with  outside 
huts  now  available,  close  on  fifty  patients  could  be  accommo- 
dated. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

For  infectious  cases  the  Local  Authority  has  its  own 
Ambulance  Van.  For  non-infectious  cases  there  is  an  ex- 
cellent Motor  Ambulance  Van  available  for  miners’  families, 
and  there  is  a very  comfortable  Motor  Ambulance  \7an  pro- 
vided by  the  Lambton,  Hetton  and  Joicey  Collieries  Company 
for  removing  cases  of  accident  in  the  local  coal  mines.  The 
Local  Authority  has  also  an  additional  horse  Ambulance  Van 
and  three  Ambulance  litters. 

HETTON  MATERNITY  and  CHILD  WELFARE 
CENTRE. 

This  is  a Voluntary  Centre  run  under  the  supervision  of 
the  County  Council.  The  work  in  connection  with  the 
Centre  has  so  increased  that  the  Committee  decided  that  the 
Centre  should  in  future  open  weekly  both  for  consultations 
and  the  sale  of  milk  and  other  foods. 

Exact  particulars  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  are 
not  at  the  time  of  writing  available,  but  one  is  safe  in  stating 
that  over  five  tons  of  dried  milk,  as  well  as  other  foods  suit- 
able for  mothers  and  children,  have  been  sold,  including  a 
large  amount  of  milk  supplied  free  or  at  half  price  by  the 
County  Council.  Such  a large  consumption  of  milk — in  an 
area  where  milk  is  not  largely  taken — must  be  to  the  common 
good,  and  there  is  ample  evidence  that  the  Centre  is  greatly 
appreciated. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  of  the  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

These  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  Sanitary  Surveyor.  The  Medical  Officer 
is  a M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  and  is  part  time  ; the  Sanitary  In- 
spector holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  is  whole  time  ; the  Sanitary  Surveyor  is  only  partly  con- 
cerned with  Public  Health. 

Contribution  is  made  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to 
the  Salaries  of  all  three. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

For  general  nursing  there  are  three  district  nurses  avail- 
able. These  are  provided  by  two  of  the  local  miners’  unions, 
but  the  service  is  available  to  any  family  on  paying  a small 
annual  subscription. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-laws  are  in  force 
in  the  District. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  1890,  which 
came  into  force  on  20th  May,  1896. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  which  came  into  force  on 
the  16th  December,  1910. 

Parts  2,  3,  4,  6 and  section  95  of  Part  10  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  1907,  which  came  into 
force  on  the  2nd  August,  1911. 

The  Council’s  Bye-laws  as  to  Slaughter  Houses,  Common 
Lodging  Houses  and  Nuisances  were  allowed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  the  27th  September,  1897. 
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The  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings 
were  allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  the 
2nd  October,  1903.  These  are  being  now  revised. 

The  Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops,  were  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  12th  June, 
1907. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  fflrea. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Hetton  Urban  District  is  in  the  area  of  which  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  have  the  parlia- 
mentary rights,  but  the  supply  is  provided  by  a local  company, 
as,  unfortunately,  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Company 
have  not  yet  been  in  a position  to  supply  our  district  ; but 
when  a deputation  from  this  Council  interviewed  that  Com- 
pany some  four  years  ago,  we  were  assured  that,  as  soon  as 
the  Burnhope  Reservoir  was  completed,  they  proposed  to 
carry  a large  main  from  Burnhope  across  the  River  Wear  at 
Finchale  Abbey  and  passing  up  and  through  and  supplying 
our  area,  and  which  they  expected  to  be  joined  up  and  com- 
pleted in  ten  years  from  then. 

In  some  parts  or  others  there  is  always  a shortage  of 
water  in  the  district,  but  in  June  the  shortage  was  very  acute, 
and  when  we  made  an  inspection  of  the  reservoirs  we  found 
the  Easington  Lane  reservoir  quite  dry,  and  the  Downs 
reservoir  practically  so.  As  the  Water  Company  contends 
that  the  district  is  receiving  an  ample  supply,  the  Local 
Authority  said,  in  effect,  put  in  a water  meter  and  show  us 
what  supply  the  district  is  actually  receiving.  In  a letter 
dated  the  5th  August,  1925,  the  secretary  to  the  Water  Com- 
pany wrote  your  Clerk  stating  that  his  directors  had  decided 
to  fix  a meter  at  the  reservoir  at  Eppleton.  At  the  time  of 
writing  (April)  I am  informed  that  no  meter  has  yet  been 
fixed,  and  I am  taking  up  the  matter  afresh  with  the  Water 
Company. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  ratio  of  water-closets  to  ash-closets  is  showing  a 
marked  improvement.  This  is  due  to  the  erection  of  new 
property  which  is  now  being  provided  with  water-closets,  in 
some  cases  ash-closets  are  also  provided.  The  prevailing 
type  of  convenience  is  what  is  locally  called  the  ash-closet, 
the  seat  of  which  lifts  up  the  full  internal  width  of  the  build- 
ing and  the  refuse  is  put  therein.  The  amount  of  refuse  to  be 
removed  in  a district  like  this  far  exceeds  that  of  a non-coal 
mining  district.  Your  sanitary  officers  are  anxious  to  have 
all  ash-pit  privies  and  pail-closets  abolished  and  substituted  by 
conveniences  of  an  up-to-date  type. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  partly  done  by  direct 
labour  and  partly  by  hired  datal  labour.  The  Council  own 
two  Ford  motors  which  were  purchased  in  1920,  and  these 
are  supplemented  by  hired  horses  and  carts  at  the  rate  of  14/6 
per  day  for  horse  cart  and  man.  For  scavenging  purposes 
the  district  is  divided  into  two  sections.  A completed  round 
is  made  of  the  whole  district  every  week,  and  the  work  is  done 
during  the  day  time.  The  ash-bins  and  ash-boxes  are  emptied 
daily,  and  this  is  essential,  especially  at  the  Council  Houses, 
a number  of  which  have  sub-tenants.  The  ash-closets  are 
emptied  weekly.  The  sanitary  inspector  is  responsible  for 
the  efficient  carrying  out  of  the  work.  The  refuse  is  taken  to 
tips  on  land  a considerable  distance  from  the  dwelling  houses. 
No  complaints  were  received  as  to  any  nuisance  arising  there- 
from, and  no  trouble  was  caused  in  the  way  of  hre  at  the  tips. 
I consider  the  work  is  done  efficiently,  and  complaints  with 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  carried  out  are  very  rare. 
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SUMMARY  of  Work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department 

during  the  year  1925. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated 

Notices  by 

order  of 

after 

Public  Health  Acts» 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

Notice. 

Dwelling  Houses  & Schools: 

Foul  Conditions 

4 

• • • 

4 

Structural  Defects 

41 

17 

39 

Overcrowding 

9 

1 

3 

Cowsheds 

2 

2 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

13 

• • • 

13 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

53 

• • • 

49 

Deposits  of  Refuse  & Manure 

4 

1 

4 

Water-closets 

17 

5 

13 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

16 

. . . 

14  . 

House  Drainage — - 

Defective  Traps 

3 

• • • 

3 

Other  Faults  ... 

24 

3 

22 

Animals  Improperly  Kept... 

2 

• • • 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

3 

• • • 

3 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

51 

39 

Totals. . . 

242 

27 

220 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  All 

(No  Steam  Disinfector) 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  143 

General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  98 

(Including  31  by  private  enterprise) 

,,  ,,  ,,  occupied  during  the  year  98 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets. . . ...  ...  1 

do.  do.  Water-closets  ...  ...  1 

Ash-closets  do.  do.  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  district  ...  ...  61+ 

do.  Ash-closets  do.  ...  ...2743 

do.  Ash-pit  privies  do.  ...  ...  46 
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Housing, 

General  housing  condition  in  the  area. 

There  still  remains  a very  considerable  shortage  of  houses 
in  your  area,  and  I fear  it  will  be  many  years  before  the  sup- 
ply of  houses  will  equal  the  demand.  The  measures  taken  or 
contemplated  to  meet  the  shortage  are  as  follows  : — On  the 
Easington  Lane  site  the  last  ten  Bungalows  have  their  founda- 
tions laid  and  will  be  completed  not  later  than  June.  These 
will  complete  the  whole  site,  which  will  then  contain  219 
houses,  of  which  74  were  under  the  1919  Housing  Act, 
namely,  62  of  B3  type  and  12  of  A3  type,  and  145  under  the 
1923  Housing  Act,  namely,  116  of  A3  type  and  29  of  A2  type, 
Tenders  are  being  invited  for  50  bungalows  on  the  Hetton 
Site  of  A3  and  A2  type.  Sanction  for  the  erection  of  other 
50  houses  will  then  be  sought,  making  a total  of  100  houses 
for  the  1926  programme. 

Overcrowding. 

With  the  shortage  of  houses  there  is  naturally  a good  deal 
of  overcrowding  in  the  district,  and  until  more  houses  are 
available  it  is  a very  difficult  matter  to  deal  with  it.  As 
houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  become  available  for 
letting,  tenants  in  overcrowded  houses  usually  receive  pref- 
erential treatment.  Again,  where  rents  are  high,  the  tenant, 
to  enable  him  to  pay  the  rent  often  takes  in  a sub-tenant, 
which  leads  to  overcrowding,  and  to  a very  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  things.  But  for  the  present  the  Local  Authority 
have  not  thought  it  wise  to  interfere. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

A very  considerable  number  of  the  houses  in  the  district, 
particularly  at  Easington  Lane  and  Hetton,  are  much  below 
a proper  standard  of  fitness,  and  many  houses  are,  indeed,  not 
fit  for  human  habitation,  and  ought  to  be  demolished  with  the 
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least  possible  delay.  The  general  character  of  the  defects  found 
to  exist  in  unfit  houses  are  ; perished  walls,  defective  spouting, 
lack  of  damp-proof  courses,  leaky  roofs,  defective  floors,  often 
below  the  surface  of  the  adjoining  ground,  insufficient  lighting 
and  ventilation,  back-to-back,  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accom- 
modation, insufficient  air  space  due  to  obstructive  buildings. 

The  defects  are  due  partly  to  lack  of  proper  management, 
and  partly  to  disinclination  on  the  part  of  owners  to  carry  out 
repairs.  In  not  a few  cases  the  owners  reside  out  of  the  dis- 
trict and  seldom,  in  many  cases  never,  see  the  property,  typi- 
cal of  the  worst  type  of  absentee  landlord,  the  whole  matter 
being  left  to  a rent  collector  with  no  powers  and  no  interest 
except  the  collecting  of  the  rent.  Where  the  owner  resides 
in  the  place  he  is  either  a person,  perhaps  of  some  means,  who 
has  made  an  investment  in  house  property  fixed  on  securing  a 
regular  definite  income  from  this  source,  and  in  many  cases 
most  unwilling  to  spend  money  on  repairs  or  improvements 
that  might  reduce  this  income.  And  there  is  the  unfortunate 
man  of  little  means  who  has  invested  his  savings  in  buying  a 
house — often  a delapidated  one — with  no  money  to  spend  on 
repairs.  This  is  the  saddest  and  most  difficult  to  deal  with  for 
your  sanitary  officers. 

In  not  a few  cases  the  property  deteriorates  through  the 
carelessness  or  inattention  of  the  tenants,  and  this  is  more 
noticeable  where  there  is  a sub-tenant  and  where  people  live 
in  tenements  with  a common  passage,  stair  or  yard  entrance. 


1.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


Inspection. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year— 

(a)  Total 98 

(b)  As  part  as  a municipal  housing  scheme  67 
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(1)  Total  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  256 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910 120 

(3)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  36 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  143 

II.— Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  improved  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  notice  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity or  their  officers  179 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(A)  Proceeding  under  section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Actr  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit— 

(a)  by  owners 0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 1 


18 


(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  27 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied — 

(a)  by  owners 27 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  0 

(C)  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing , Town  Planning , &c.,  Act , 1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  15 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit.  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  1 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  1 

Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  in  the  district  ; 

614  Water  Closets. 

2743  Ash  Closets. 

46  Privies. 

18  Pail  Closets. 
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List  of  Repairs  done  to  Colliery  Property. 


New  door  ...  ...  54 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  90 

New  windows  ...  ...  56 

Window  repaired  ...  ...  80 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  .86 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  27 

New  floors  ...  . ...  34 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  36 

Houses  provided  with  new  spouting  15 
Spouting  repaired  ...  ...  21 

Walls  repaired  ...  ...  53 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  22 

Chimneys  rebuilt  ...  ...  8 

Yard  surfaces  re-layed  ...  8 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  ...  16 

Ash-closets  repaired  ...  22 

Coal  houses  repaired  ...  ...  18 

New  coal  houses  ...  ...  3 

Hatch-doors  repaired  ...  ...  33 


Turnbull’s  Yard.  During  the  year  the  premises 
known  as  above,  which  formerly  comprised  eight  delapidated 
tenements,  all  became  vacant.  The  Council  demolished  that 
part  of  the  premises  abutting  on  the  High  Street  and  thereby 
made  a convenient  road  to  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  at 
Easington  Lane.  The  road  was  not  completed  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  but  the  penning  together  with  the  kerbing  and  chan- 
nelling was  completed  and  the  road  was  in  use.  The  four 
tenements  on  the  north  side  of  the  yard  were  purchased  by  a 
builder  and  contractor  with  the  object  of  demolishing  the  same 
and  the  site  of  these  is  proposed  to  be  utilised  for  the  erection 
of  lock-up  shops.  This  work  has  been  started  with  and  was 
well  advanced  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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The  demolition  of  the  above  property  has  been  a great 
improvement  to  Easington  Lane,  for,  in  addition  to  doing 
away  with  the  insanitary  property  which  has  been  a source  of 
anxiety  to  your  officers  for  years,  it  has  been  the  cause  of 
making  a short  and  direct  road  to  the  very  centre  of  your  Eas- 
ington Lane  Housing  site,  on  which  now  stands  over  200 
houses. 

9,  Elemore  Lane.  This  block  of  property  consisted 
of  five  tenements  which  were  in  a delapidated  condition. 
Closing  Orders  were  issued  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the 
majority  of  the  tenements  were  standing  empty.  In  an  inter- 
view the  owner  expressed  his  willingness  to  improve  the  pro- 
perty to  the  requirements  of  your  Council,  and  I am  hopeful 
that  the  necessary  works  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

39  & 40  Elemore  Lane.  The  property  consisted  of 
four  back-to-back  tenements.  In  consequence  of  Closing 
Orders  being  served,  the  owner  converted  the  property  into 
through  tenements  in  addition  to  making  other  improvements, 
but  the  work  was  not  entirely  completed  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 


14  Elemore  Lane.  This  is  a back-to-back  house.  The 
Council  gave  the  tenant  of  the  front  portion  a Council  house. 
A Closing  Order  was  issued  against  the  premises.  In  an 
interview  with  the  owner,  your  Officers  informed  him  that  the 
house  must  be  made  into  a through  house  in  addition  to  other 
necessary  improvements.  The  property  was  placed  in  the 
market  without  any  result,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the 
front  portion  was  still  unoccupied  and  nothing  done  to  improve 
the  premises. 

7 & 15,  Union  Street.  Closing  Orders  were  issued 
against  these  premises,  both  situated  in  the  congested  area  in 
Hetton.  The  tenants  were  successful  in  obtaining  other 
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houses  and  the  unlit  ones  are  standing  empty.  Your  Officers 
had  interviews  with  the  owners  concerned  and  in  one  case  we 
strongly  recommend  the  demolition  of  the  premises  in  order 
that  he  might  make  a large  yard  for  the  house  opposite,  situ- 
ated in  Pemberton  Street,  which  belongs  to  the  same  owner. 
This  was  not  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  owner 
of  7,  Urwin  Street  when  interviewed  promised  to  consider  a 
scheme  for  extensive  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  said 
property. 

18  & 19,  MURTON  Lane.  This  was  a block  of  four  very 
delapidated  two-roomed  tenements.  The  property  became 
vacant  and  the  owner  had  same  partly  demolished,  and  then 
reconstructed  and  made  two  good  four-roomed  houses  on  the 
site.  Some  little  work  is  still  required  to  be  completed,  how- 
ever, before  the  olosing  order  is  determined. 

1,  CHURCH  Cottages.  This  is  a very  delapidated  two- 
roomed  cottage  with  small  defectively  paved  yard.  A Closing 
Order  was  issued  against  the  premises  and  at  the  close  of  the 
year  the  premises  were  standing  empty.  The  owner  lives  a 
considerable  distance  away  and  has  done  nothing  towards 
making  the  premises  fit  for  habitation. 

PEMBERTON  Bank.  A block  of  defective  property  con- 
sisting of  six  two-roomed  tenements,  some  of  the  rooms  being 
absolutely  devoid  of  light.  This  block  of  property  has  been  a 
cause  of  worry  to  your  officers  for  years.  Closing  Orders 
were  issued  and  some  of  the  tenements  were  empty  at  the 
close  of  the  year.  The  owners  had  instituted  proceedings  at 
court  for  the  ejectment  of  the  remaining  tenants  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  It  is  a great  relief  to  know  that  this  block  of 
vile  property  is  now  empty  and  cannot  be  re-let  until  drastic 
reconstruction  has  taken  place. 

188,  BRICKGARTH.  The  Closing  Order  against  this  pro- 
perty was  issued  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  It  was  occu- 
pied by  two  tenants  upstairs — each  having  one  room — the 
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ground  floor  being  used  as  business  premises.  Since  the 
Closing  Order  was  served  the  property  has  changed  hands 
twice,  and  the  present  owners  have  submitted  a scheme  for 
the  reconstruction  of  the  property,  which  when  completed  will 
make  a great  improvement. 

5 & 6 Barnes  Street.  This  property,  which  consists 
of  four  two-roomed  tenements,  was  in  a very  defective 
condition.  The  same  was  thoroughly  overhauled  when  the 
owner  was  threatened  with  Closing  Orders. 

Caroline  Hotel.  Works  of  extensive  improvements 
were  carried  out  at  the  above  property  at  the  instigation  of 
your  Officers.  The  whole  system  of  drainage  as  well  as  the 
sanitary  accommodation  were  brought  up  to  date  and  the 
entire  yard  surface  relaid. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Ifood. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  the  2nd  April,  1925,  your  Sanitary  Officers  had  a 
meeting  with  the  butchers  within  the  District,  when  a lengthy 
discussion  on  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Reg- 
ulations took  place.  This  meeting  was  attended  by  all  the 
butchers  carrying  on  business  within  your  area.  After  dis- 
cussion, some  of  the  butchers  requested  that  a concession 
might  be  given  them  in  the  way  of  allowing  them  to  make 
sausages,  potted  meat  and  the  like  in  the  slaughter  house  as 
hitherto.  We  informed  them  that  such  a concession  could 
not  be  granted.  This  necessitated  several  improvements  tu 
be  carried  out  to  the  existing  slaughter  houses.  Many  of  the 
slaughter  houses  are  old  structures  in  close  proximity  to 
dwellings,  without  up-to-date  requirements.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  the  butchers  made  efforts  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations  and  many  improvements 
were  made  to  the  slaughter  houses,  and  the  butchers  are  to  be 
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complimented  on  making  the  most  of  their  existing  accom- 
modation. There  is  no  doubt  that  a public  slaughter  house 
would  supply  a great  need  in  the  District,  but  at  the  same 
time  your  Officers  do  not  consider  that  under  the  existing  con- 
dition of  things  the  time  is  opportune  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  question  of  making  this  provision. 

The  number  of  slaughter  houses  in  the  District  is  the 
same  as  in  December,  1920. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Authority  for  the  above 


Act. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over f 
Infectious  Diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

cases  admitted  to 

notified  hospital 

Total 

deaths 

Small  pox 

2 

2 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

7 

Nil 

Scarlet  fever 

• • • 

• • • 

111 

76 

1 

Enteric  fever  (including 

paratypf 

loid) 

3 

3 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

3 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

73 

Nil 

24 

Ophthah 

mia  Neonatorum 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Anterior  Poleomyelitis 

• • • 

Nil 

— 

— 

Chicken- 

-pox  (Notifiable  from 

14th  Dec, 

. only) 

37 

Nil 

Nil 

The  case  of  ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

was  treated  at 

the  out- 

-door 

department 

of  Eye  Infirmary,  and 

vision 

remained  unimpaired. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during 

192 5. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

r.  Non-pulmonary 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M, 

. F. 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

, , , 

3 

2 

5 

5 

1 

9 

2 

1 

0 0 

1 

10 

1 

0 

5 

2 

2 

2 0 

0 

15 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 0 

0 

20 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 0 

0 

25 

1 

4 

1 

0 

2 

5 1 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 0 

0 

45 

2 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1 0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

Totals... 

19 

11 

24 

14 

12  : 

11  • 6 

3 
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The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  was  6 to  32.  This  seems  high,  but  there 
are  innate  difficulties  about  the  notification  of  tuberculosis, 
such  as  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis  in  its  early  stage,  objection 
of  people  to  be  labelled  tubercular,  at  any  rate  until  the  dis- 
ease is  definitely  and  obviously  established.  There  is  no 
question  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify  on  the  part  of 
Medical  Practitioners  ; on  the  contrary  they  are  very  much 
alive  to  the  necessity  of  notifying,  for  during  1925  sixty-eight 
cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  as  compared  with  29  in 
1924,  which  I look  upon  more  as  thoroughness  in  notifying 
than  as  an  actual  increase  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  In 
connection  with  tuberbulosis  notification,  and  that  of  the  in- 
fectious diseases  in  general,  we  have  had  every  assistance 
from  the  medical  men  of  the  district,  which  has  greatly  facili- 
tated our  work,  and  enabled  us  to  remove  cases  to  Hospital 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  tuberculosis  dispensary  for  this  area  is  at  Sherburn 
Hospital  and  is  open  on  Thursdays  at  9 a.m.  for  women  and 
children  and  on  Fridays  at  the  same  hour  for  men. 

In  regard  to  the  acutely  infective  case,  nothing  further 
has  been  done,  and  I would  like  to  repeat  what  I said  on  this 
matter  in  my  report  for  1924.  The  treatment  of  the  so 

called  open  cases  of  tuberculosis,  namely,  those  suffering  from 
advanced  pulmonary  phthisis  or  from  discharging  tubercular 
wounds,  is  still  very  unsatisfactory.  These  cases  are  generally 
left  at  home,  often  in  overcrowded  houses,  in  many  cases 
where  there  are  susceptible  young  children,  thus  providing  in 
effect  a nursery  for  the  propagation  and  dissemination  of  the 
disease.  Hospital  treatment  should  be  available  for  these 
cases  as  otherwise  there  is  little  hope  of  eradicating  the  dis- 
ease from  our  midst.” 
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Bactereological  specimens  are  examined  free  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  County  Council,  at  the  Bactereological  Labora- 
tory of  the  Durham  University  College  of  Medicine  at  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schiek 
and  the  Diek  tests. 


